By Nicola Williams

Nine-year-old Josh Brad-
ley boams when he's asked
what elags he's in at Cocldle

School.

t for Josh, main-
stream eduocation would
have just been a dream
without speech language

therapy supported by the
Upsi Education
Trust.

The year 4 student has

symirome.
While his mum Nicola
Bradley *wouldn't change

him for the world”, she and

her husband have always
tried to help him 1o com-
municate better.

“He wouldn’t be in main-
gtream school if it wasn't
for our early interven-
hirn.i..;lh![rﬁ Eradley says. 3

osh Was given speec
language th from
a young age which has
greatly ﬁcl;ml:l his develop-
ment.

From learning sign lan-
guage, he became first
child in his mum’s coffee
group to be able to indicato
he wanted food or drink.

Asa toddler Josh already
knew up to 400 m;ﬁf

Through speec ETAPY
he learned to speak but
still nses signs when he's
not being understood.

“He tries 20 hard io
small details out about his
day.”

In every other way, Josh
15 “just a reg DinG-
yoar-old® with an infec-
tious personality.
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Special bond: Nicola Brad

“He no 5im.=.|] treat-
ment,” Mrs Bradley says.
*We love him to death and

wouldn't change him for the
world, it makes him who he

is.

She says it didn't take her
and her husband long to ac-
copt his condition after it
was discovered at birth.

“It opened up a different
world for us. We meet peo-
ple we never would have
met and got introduoced to

ey

a whole different parenting
style,” Mrs Bradley says.

His parents wanted Josh
to have the same education
as his brother and sister and
with the help of a teacher
aide he's now “totally inte-
grated” into his clagss.

Speech therapy costs more
than $3000 a wyear which
can be a barrier to other
children reaching the same
potential as Josh.

The UpsideDowns Eduo-

s her son Josh is able to attend mainstream school like his siblings than
speech therapy through the UpsideDowns Education Trust.

cation Trust helps 37 down
syndrome childron and has
20 om their waiting list.

It was estoblished to pro-
vide speech and p-
mental programmes to chil-
dren like Jogh.

They rely on successful
grant applications and like
many charities are strug-
gling financially.

Speech  therapy gives
greater  independence  in
later life, helps in achieving
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personal goals and becom-
ing active and contribut-
ing members of the com-
munity.

The trost has a char-
ity event in August called
Share the Dream and
would appreciate  any
sponsorship or donation of
items for auction.

For more information
and contact details go
to  www.sharethedream.
CONE.







